
Barometer 

Introduction 

Imagine waking up to a cloudy sky and wondering if it might rain today. How do meteorologists 

predict the weather so accurately? One of the essential instruments they use is the barometer, a 

device that measures atmospheric pressure. This measurement helps in forecasting weather changes, 

understanding altitude variations, and even conducting scientific experiments. But what exactly is a 

barometer, and how does it work? Let’s explore its principles, types, and real-world applications. 

 

What is a Barometer? 

A barometer is a piece of scientific equipment employed to record atmospheric pressure, or 

barometric pressure. Variation in atmospheric pressure usually signifies weather changes, which is 

why barometers are very useful tools for meteorology 

.  

 

Real-World Analogy 

Think of a barometer as a scale that weighs the air pressing down on Earth’s surface. As weight varies 

with the added mass, pressure in the atmosphere varies with changes in air density and height. When a 

barometer reading drops, it often points to bad weather, but when a reading rises, clear skies are 

imminent. 

 

Types of Barometers 

Barometers come in various types, each working on different principles: 

1. Mercury Barometer 

Invented by Evangelista Torricelli in 1643, this barometer uses a column of mercury in a glass tube 

to measure atmospheric pressure. 

Working Principle: 

• One end of the tube is closed, while the other is dipped in a reservoir of mercury. 

• Standard atmospheric pressure at sea level is 760 mm of mercury (Hg). 

Applications: 

• Used in weather forecasting and scientific research. 

• Still employed in some laboratories due to its accuracy. 



 

2. Aneroid Barometer 

Developed as a mercury-free alternative, this model depends on a metal box known as an aneroid cell 

that expands and shrinks with changes in pressure. 

Working Principle: 

• The aneroid cell is connected to a mechanical system that moves a needle on a dial, providing 

a pressure reading. 

Advantages: 

• Portable and sturdy, making it perfect for use at home and on the move. 

Applications: 

• Commonly found in homes, aircraft, and weather stations. 

 

3. Digital Barometer 

Utilizes electronic sensors to measure air pressure and display readings digitally. 

Advantages: 

• Provides real-time data, easy integration with smartphones and weather apps. 

Applications: 

• Found in smartphones, GPS units, and contemporary weather observing systems. 

 

How to Read a Barometer 

Understanding barometer readings can help in predicting weather changes: 

• Absence of high pressure (Below 1013 hPa): Hints at unfavorable weather and poor visibility. 

• Low pressure (Less than 1013 hPa): Indicates cloudy, rainy, or stormy weather. 

• Rapid Pressure Drop: Indication of an incoming storm. 

• Gradual Pressure Rise: Calmer and drier weather can be expected. 

 

Examples & Applications of Barometer 

Barometers have numerous applications beyond just weather forecasting: 

1. Meteorology: 

Used to monitor pressure systems and forecast storms, hurricanes, and rain. 

2. Aviation: 

Pilots use barometric altimeters to determine altitude based on pressure changes. 

3. Mountaineering & Hiking: 

Assists climbers in measuring altitude and predicting weather changes in remote locations. 

4. Diving: 

Scuba divers monitor pressure differences to ensure safe ascents and descents. 

5. Health Monitoring: 



Some studies link changes in barometric pressure to headaches and joint pain. 

 

Common Misconceptions 

• Barometers predict weather directly. 

Barometers measure pressure; meteorologists interpret the data to predict weather changes. 

• Aneroid barometers are less accurate than mercury barometers. 

While mercury barometers are precise, aneroid barometers are reliable and widely used. 

• Digital barometers are always better. 

Digital barometers offer convenience, but traditional barometers remain valuable for certain 

applications. 

 

Comparing Barometer Types 

Feature Mercury Barometer Aneroid Barometer Digital Barometer 

Accuracy High Moderate High 

Portability Low High High 

Environmental Safety Low (toxic mercury) High High 

Cost Expensive Affordable Varies 

 

Conclusion 

The barometer is a priceless resource that informs us about atmospheric pressure and its role in 

weather, height, and other scientific disciplines. From the old mercury barometer to the mechanical 

aneroid one, now replaced by digital versions, these instruments are essential to meteorology, 

aviation, and the outdoor life. The interpretation of barometric readings can offer predictions about 

future weather trends and environmental transitions, which makes them valuable for both 

professionals and general consumers. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

1. Why does a barometer use mercury? 

Mercury is dense and does not evaporate easily, making it ideal for precise atmospheric 

pressure measurement. 

2. Can a barometer work without mercury? 

Yes, aneroid and digital barometers provide accurate readings without the need for mercury. 

3. How do changes in air pressure affect human health? 

Sudden pressure changes can cause headaches, joint pain, and discomfort, especially in 

sensitive individuals. 

4. Why do pilots rely on barometric readings? 

Pilots use barometric altimeters to measure altitude, ensuring safe navigation and landing. 



5. How can I use a barometer at home? 

Position it in a stable area and observe pressure patterns to forecast weather changes in 

your region. 


